Morning Cometh and A Dark Night Also

Pastor Russell’s Last Sermon

“The Night Was Long—It’s Sorrows and !
Tears Were Many—God's Promises |
Alone Illuminated It—the Morning |
Here at Last—a Wonderful Dawning |
—The Day to Be Still More Wonder- |
ful—Proofs All About Us Considered |
—A Brief Night of Trouble Settling |
Down—Already Begun in Europe— |
‘After it a Glorious Sunburst. |

Pastor Russell
died Tuesday, Oc-
tober 3lst, at 2:30
o'clock. The fol-

lowing sermon was
read at a memorial
service for Pastor
Russell,in the New
York City Temple,
November 5th, at
8o’clock, the same
time and place
S where he was

(PASTOR) scheduled to deliv-
—~a er it.

““The literature of the world shows
that intelligent men have refused to
delieve that the Divine Purpose in the
creation of our earth has yet been
attained. Continually we find refer-
ences to *‘the Morning of the New Day, "’
o the “‘Golden Age,’’ etc. Yet not to
the longings of men’s hearts, but to the
ypromises of oux God, do we look for
real instruction on this subject. The
Bible most emphatically declares that
the entire period of human historv thus
far has been a night time.

The Prophet David explains, ‘‘Weep-
ing may endure for a night, but joy
comethin the Morning.”’ (Psalms 30:5.)
Thus prophetically we are assured that
there will be a Morning whose glory,
brightness and blessings will fully com-
pensate for all the dark shadows of the
Night time past. Our text is another
jprophecy along the same line. The
:message of the Lord is, ““The Morning
cometh !”” St. Paul writes that up to
ithis time the world had been under a
Reign of Sin and Deatlh, not under a
Reign of Righteousness and Life.
(Romans 5:21.) He points out also that
‘the Day of the Lord will come, and will
come gradually, stealthily, taking the
'world unawares—‘'as a thief in the
might.”’—1 Thessalonians 5:1-6.

All of the Apostles assure us that it
is not God’s purpose to permit the Reign
of Sin and Death to continue for ever.
They tell us that the Divine Program is
that Messiah, in the,Father’s appointed
time, will take to Himself His great
power and reign King of kings and
Lord of lords—putting down sin and
every evil thing, uplifting humanity and
granting a Divine blessing where for
six thousand years there has been a
Divine curse. The Bible writers explain
that this does not signify a change in
the Divine Purpose, but that God had

this thing in Himself from
before the fonndation of the world; and
that although He had permitted Sin to
enter and Death to reign, He had made
{ullest provision for the Redeemer to
die for our sins and eventually to
become the Restorer and Life-giver to
_Adam and his race—to as many of them
a8 will accept everlasting life on the
Divine terms,

The Apostles tell us that during the
“'night time,’’ since Jesus” death, God
has been doing a special work—select-
ing from mankind a specisl class, a
saintly few—‘“the Church of the First-

“borns, whose names are written in
Heaven.”” These are not taken from
any one nation or denomination. This
“Jittle flock,”” to whom it is the
Father's good pleasure to give the
Kingdom (Luke 12:32), is composed of
2all the saintly followers of Jesus, who
‘walk in His steps in the narrow way
.during this Gospel Age. Their experi-
ences are to qualify them for associa-
tion with their Redeemer in His Mes-
sisnic Kingdom. Their trials, their
obedience and their sufferings for
wighteousness’ sake are to work out for
these a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory. Suffering with the
Master for the Truth’s sake in the
.present life they are to-share His glory,
Jhonor and immortality in the life to
«come. They are to be His joint-beirs
in His Kingdom. —Galatians 3:29; 2 Tim-
othy 2:11,12.

THE KINGDOM SUNRISE NEARING.

Amongst the Lord’s people even, few
yet understand that Jesus distinctly
femches that the *“‘Sun of Righteous-
mess,’’ which will arise with healing in
His beams and whose light will consti-
tute the New Day, will be composed of
the Church of Christ glorified—changed
from human to Divine nature by partici-
Dation in the First Resurrection. Our
Lord Jesus tells this in the parable of
the Wheat and the Tares. He declares
that in the end of this Gospel Age all
of the wheat class will be gathered

into the Heavenly Garner, and that
“‘then shall the righteous shine forth
as the Sun in the Kingdom of their
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Him, therefore, could give these pic-
tures of its development. In various
terms and figures of speech the Bible
attempts to give us a little glimpse of
the glorious conditions of thiat Day.
The New Day and the Kingdom will be
“‘the desire of all peoples.”” In that
Day the righteous will flourish, and
evil-doers will be cut off from life.
During that thousand-year Day of
Messiah’s Kingdom, Satan is to be
bound, ‘‘that he may deceivg the nations
nomore.”’ (Revelations 20:3,2.) Land-
lordism will come to® an end; for “they
shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat
the fruit thereof,”” but ‘‘shall long
enjoy the work of their hands.’’ —Isai-
ah 55:22,

The earth is to yield her increase.
(Psalm 67:6.) Streams are to come
forth in the desert; the solitary places
are to be made glad. The entire earth
is to become like the Garden of Eden.
It is God's footstool, and He declares
thatHe will make it glorious. Itis not
to be burned up with literal fire, as
once we supposed. It is to ‘‘abide for
ever.”’ (Ecclesiastics1:4;Psalms104:5,)
‘“‘He formed it not in vain; He formed
it be inhabited.”’—Isaiah 45:18, 66:1,
60:13, 35:1,7.

WONDERFUL FOREGLEAMS OF LIGHT.

The most wonderful thing that the
Bible tells us respecting that New Day
is that it will bring great intelligence
and enlightenment to every creature.
The light of the knowledge of the glory
of God shall fill the whole earth as the
waters cover the face of the great
deep. (Isaiah 11:9; Habakkuk 2:14.)
‘‘And they shall teach no more every
man his neighbor, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the Lord; for
they shall all know Me, from the least
of them unto the greatest, saith the
Lord.”” (Jeremiah 81:34.) Ultimately
every knee shall bow and every tongue
shall confess, to the glory of God.—
(Philippians 2:11; Isaiah 45:23.)

What an enthusing prospect the Bible
holds out before the Church and before
as many of the world as can exercise a
measure of faith to believe! The world
indeed sees to some extent that great
blessings are coming; but just what
these are and how they are to come
mankind know not; for ‘‘the world by
wisdom knows not God.”’ (1 Corinth-
jans 1:21.) The worldly wise have
rejected the Bible, and do not trust it
as a Revelation from God. Thus the
wise are caught in their own craftiness.
(1 Corinthians 38:19.) Their boasted
wisdom ensnares them and blinds them
to the Divine Revelation.

Nevertheless, some of our greatest
thinkers—Mr, Edison and others—are
rapidly seeing thot the world is just on
the verge of the most wonderful inven-
tions and knowledge, which will trans-
form the face of the earth and the
people thereof. They are corroborating
the Bible unwittingly; for they believe
it not and know not of its messages.

THE DAWNING BEGUN IN A. D. 1874.

Let us not stop now to discuss the
darkness of the Night and its weeping.
Let us awake, and take note of the
fact that the dawning of the New Age
is already here. For the past forty-
two years we have been in it and enjoy-
ing many of its blessings. But those
blessings came so stealthily—‘like a
thief in the night”’—that few recognize
their import. Some few have been
calling attention to the fact that we
have been in the Millennial dawn ever
since 1874,

Bible chronology quite clearly teaches
that the six thousand years since
Adam’s creation have ended—six great
Days of a thousand years each, men-
tioned by St. Peter—‘‘a Day with the
Lord is as a thousand years.’”” (2 Peter
3:8.) Now the great Seventh Day,
also a thousand years long, has com-
menced. We have been enjoying its
dawning. It is to be a grand Day!
What wonder if the dawning be remark-
able !

It may surprise some to be told that
the past forty-two years mean more
to the world in increase of education,
increase of wealth, increase of all man-
ner of labor-saving inventions and con-
veniences, increase of safeguards and
protections for human life, than did all
the six thousand years which preceded
them—many times over. The world
has probably created a thousand times
as much wealth during these forty-two
years as during the entire six thousand
years preceding. Yet these changes
have come so gradually that few have
noticed them.

FULFILLMENT OE PROPHECY EVERY-
WHERE.

Forty-two years ago man lasbored
from sun to sun; today we are rapidly
approaching an eight-hour day. For-
ty-two years ago nearly all the labor of
the world was done with sweat of face;
today it is nearly all accomplished by
machinery. Forty-two years ago the

Father.”” (Matthew 13:43.) We must
mot think, hewever, that this signifies
the Church without the Redeemer, but
must remember that Jesus is ‘‘the
Head over the Church which is His
Body.’’—Ephesians 1:22,23.
How wonderful, how beautiful, how
iate are the word-pictures of
the Bible! No one but the Lord knew
of the great Divine Plan. Mo om‘but

sewing machine was just reaching per-
fection; today itis eyerywhere indis-
pensable. So with the thousand house-
hold conveniences. So with nearly all
of our sanitary and plumbing arrange-
ments. So with farming implements.
Reapers and binders, mowers, automo-
biles, gas engines, etc., all belong to
these forty-two years. In our cities
the modern conveniences are wonder-

- pe

ful. Solomon in all his glory never
even dieamed of such things as the
poorest human being in America may
enjoy!

Prophecies respecting streams in the
desert and the wilderness blossoming as
the rose are having fulfjllment—not
miraculously, but in harmony with the
Divine order of an increased intelli-
gence amongst men. Artesian wells
are being drilled, irrigating canals con-
structed, not only in the western part
of the United States and Canada, but
also in far-off Mesopotamia. The re-
sults are marvelous. Land previously
not worth fencing is valued at $500
per acre today. The increase of knowl-
edge has been supplemented by gov-
ernmental arrangements for the dis-
tribution of that knowledge amongst
the peopla. The soils of various locali*
ties are being analyzed at public ex-
pense; and the tillers of the soil are
given knowledge as respects what kind
of fertilizers as required to bring satis-
factory results.

Under these conditions it does not
surprise us to know that as much as
156 bushels of corn have been raised to
one acre, and that 600 bushels of pota-
toes and over are not an uncommon
record. Is not the Bible being fulfill-
ed? Who can dispute these facts?
What do they signify? We answer
that they exactly corroborate the Di-
vine declaration which describes our
day: Many shall run to and fro; knowl-
edge shall be increased; the wise of
God’s people shall understand; and
‘‘there shall be a Time of Trouble such
as never was since there was a na-
tion.””—Daniel 12:4, 10:1; Mathew
24:21.

INCREASE OF WORLD-WIDE DISCONTENT

We are in the Morning of our text.
Ah, what a glorious Morning! How
changed the human conditions from
those of our grandfathers! How thank-
ful the whole world should be! Paeans
of praise should be rising from all the
people of the favored lands of civiliza-
tion; and helping hands should be out-
stretched to carry the same blessings
to heathen lands. But is it so? Are
the people happy and rejoicing? Are
they appreciative of the New Day?—of
the gifts of Divine Providence?

No! In proportion as the blessings
of God have come, the discontent of
humanity has increased; and unbelief,
not only in respect to the Bible as the
Divine Revelation, butein many instan®
ces in respect to the very existence of
an intelligent Creator. Notwithstand-
ing the great increase in the world’s
wealth, and the fact that there are
some noble souls who are using their
share of the wealth in a praiseworthy
manner, nevertheless the general op-
eration of the law of selfishness pre-
vails; and all the legislation which has
been enacted, or which can be enacted,
fails to restrain the giant institutions—
corporations—of our day, fails to hin-
der them from the exploiting of the
masses in the interests of the compara-
tively few.

Did God know all these things? What
will He do about them? Will He bring
in the Millennial blessings, and risk
that men shall take for granted that
they have won the secrets of natureby
their own wisdom and perseverance and
forget God entirely? Will they be-
come more discontented? Would a Mil-
lennium of discontent be advantageous?
What will God do about it?

THE DARK NIGHT ALREADY SETTLING

According to the Bible, God fore-
knew of the conditions of our day as
we are now reviewing them; and inour
text He gives a key to the situation—
elsewhere in the Scriptures made very
plain. Through the Prophet, God tells
of the Dark Night coming—after the
Morning Dawn had been well ushered
in—a dark storm-cloud just at sunrise.
This dark hour is described in the
prophecy of Daniel, and also in that of
our Lord Jesus, to be ‘a Time of
Trouble, such as never was sSeen since
there was a nation.”’

Bible students see this great Time of
Trouble already beginning in the let-
ting loose of the winds of strife in
Europe. In the light of the Bible they
perceive that the result of this pres-
ent war will be the great wakening of
the nations—of the governments of the
earth-—an increased knowledge and dis-
content amongst the people.

The next phase of the Trouble, ac-
cording to the Bible, is to be the ‘‘great
earthquake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an
earthquake, and so great.’”’ (Revela-
tion 16:18.) This is not & literal earth-
quake, but a symbolic one—revolution.
Then the third phase of the calamity—
the darkest of all—will be the symbolic
fire of anarchy, which will utterly de-
stroy our present civilization. Then,
in the midst of that most awful Time
of Trouble, Messiah, the great King,
will take His great power and will ex-
ercise it, with the result that the rag-

inf waves of the sea of human passion
will aul be quieted, the fires of anarchy
will all be extinguished, and the Rei
of Righteousness and Peace will begin.
Cannot we see the wisdom of the
great Creator’s Program? He has de-
termined to permit mankind to con-
vince themselves of their own impo-
tency, of their need of a God, and of
ge alct that there is } G‘l)xd' and that
is glorious purposes for humanity are
revealed in his Word. Ah, it is no
wonder that the Bibmelks of that
revelation of the as the “‘still
small voice of God,”” speaking to man-
kind through Messiah’s Kingdom!  No
wonder the Lord declares that ‘‘then

He will turn to the people a pure Mes-

sage, that they may all call upon the
name of the Lord, to serve Him with
one consent!’’—Zepheniah 3:8, 9.

es of His gr_ce, and
the comin
sings for the human fami

MESSIAH WILL "IA'!(E ALL THINGS

NEW.

St. Peterrgives us a vivid picture of
the New Order of things in Messiah's
ngdogn. He says, ‘“The Day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night;
in which the heavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat; the earth
also; and the works that are therein,
shall be burnedup * * *, the heav-
ens, bemgon fire, shall be dissolved.
Aol evertheless, we, according to
His promise, look for new heavens and
a new earth, wherein dwelleth right-
eousness.’”—2 Peter 3:10, 12, 13,

The ‘‘new heavens’’ will be the glori-
fied Church, consisting of Jesus the
Head and His Bride class, selected
from the world during the past eighteen
centuries, The ‘‘new earth’”’ will be
the new social order under the control
of the new heavens. There will be no
patching of present institutions, but a
clean sweep of them by the fire of Di-
vine wrat Npreceding the establish-
ment of the New Order, wherein only
that which is righteous, just, equitable,
true, will be recognized.

We rejoice that such glorious things
are coming—even though the world
must necessarily reach them through
the tribulation of the Time of Troubﬁa.
Happy are those whose eyes and ears
of understanding are open now, and
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A Christmas Present

I'Qr the Entire Family

Your question to make a suitable
Christmas Giftis solved if you call at
our ware rooms, examine the wonderful
sweet-toned Columbia Grafonolas, the
oldestand bdst phonograph in the world,
their unsurpassed records, and see how
little money is required to bring musie
and happiness to your home.

¥

Beautiful Combination Outfit No. 15 coasists
ing of Columbia Grafonola and six ten-inch
double face records, only $18.90.

Beautiful Combination Outfit No. 25 consisting of Columbis Graf-

onola and twelve ten-inch double face records, only $32.80,

prices and terms, and decide on your Xmas present now,

Other Combination Outiits at $42.80, $37.80, $82.80 and upwards,
Why not pay us a visitand see our beautiful stock, obtain our low

R. J. BALDWIN

who are in such heart relationship with
the Lord that He can ;make known to
them in advance someihing of the rich-
show them how
troubles will vivork out bles-
y.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT.

Farm Sale and Auction

SCHMOLLER & MUELLER PIANO CO.

1311313 Farmam St., Omaks. Ned. S
Jo Distribut for Neb lowa and Senth Daketa

»

Whel

Having bought the Ed. Stander farm and all of the personal property and taking possession at

once, I must close out the personal property by Public Auction on the premises 12 miles
southwest of Cresco. 10 miles northeast of Elma, 2 miles west of Schley and 10

miles south of Lime Springs, commencing at 10 o’clock on

Wednesday, I:I_atg: 29th

= =
The Ed. Stander Farm of 160 Acres will be Sold to the Highest Bidder at 1:00
o'clock on Above Date.

Very Liberal Terms will be Given

6 Head of Horses
Black Gelding 5 years old

Bay Mare 6 years old

Bay Gelding 9 years old

Bay Mare 8 years old

Bay Gelding 9 years old

Bay Mare 8 yrs. old,

Deering Corn’Binder

Fairbanks Kerosene Engine,
121-2 horse power

Morse Kerosene Engine,
121-2 horse power

Gang Plow. Drag Cart

Side Delivery Hay Rake

in foal Manure Spreader

18 Head of Caltle

9 Cows, some fresh soon
Yearling Bull

Bull.
2-year-old Heifer

4 Yearling Heifers

2 Suckling Calves

Feed
400 Bushels Oats

200 Bushels Good Corn
20 Tons Tame Hay in Barn

Ensilage in Silo
Timothy Straw Stack

10 Tons Corn Fodder

Walking Plow. Potato Plow
Breaking Plow

Disc Corn Plow

Shovel Corn Plow

4-section Drag

Deere Mower

Hay Rake. Scraper

Van Brunt Seeder, 11 foot
‘Deere Corn Planter

Dain Hay Loader

Disc. Fanning Mill
Feed Mill Corn Sheller
Hand Grass Seeder

De Laval Separator

4
i

40 Head of Hogs

6 Old Brood Sows
22 Spring Pigs
12 Fall Pigs

Set Bob Sleighs

Miscellaneous

2 Sets Heavy double harness
Single Harness. Collars

Machinery

Single Buggy
Spring Wagon
2 Lumber Wagons

Wagon Box and Rack
Deering Grain Binder

2 Sets Fly Nets. Sacks
Wheel Barrow.  Swill Cart
Hog Oiler. Hog Loader.
Tools. Horse Blankets
Robes. . Seed Corn
Forks, Shovels, Milk Cans
Tank Heater i

Free ILunch abt .l\Toon.-‘(

TERMS

All sums of $10 or under, Cash. On sums over that amount one
year’s time will be given on bankable notes bearing 8 per cent. inter-
est. All articles must be settled for before leaving the premises.

A. J. THOMSON,

DAN CONWAY, Auctioneer.

Owner

W H. TILLSON, Clerk:
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